










803 Lake Street 

62572849;1 

RESPONSE TO APPROVAL STANDARDS  

1. The strict application of the terms of this Ordinance will result in undue hardship unless 
the specific relief requested is granted. 

a. The strict application of the terms of this Ordinance will result in undue hardship 
to both the Owner and Compass unless the specific relief requested is granted.  The 
Owner has been unable to locate a suitable tenant under the Ordinance since the 
departure of Gala-Tec back in January of 2021.  The Property is located in the 
Ridgeland Historic District portion of downtown Oak Park and as such is a prime 
location for residents and non-residents of Oak Park people to meet with Compass 
agents.  Having a suitable location in this area is critical to Compass.  Compass' use 
of its location will increase foot traffic to Oak Park itself, as well as to its neighbor 
businesses that currently sit near a vacant storefront. 

2. The particular physical surroundings, shape or topographical conditions of the specific 
property impose a particular hardship upon the owner, as distinguished from a mere 
inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out. 

a. If the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out the Property would likely 
continue to sit vacant.  Compass' use is ideal for the Owner as it is able to use the 
Property as-is, without construction and/or rezoning.  Features such as the tall and 
wide open windows that exist on the Property are ideal for Compass' use. The 
current permitted uses of the Property include antique stores, art galleries, 
brewpubs, consignment shops, design studio with retail, outdoor dining, 
recreational cannabis establishment, restaurant, retail goods establishment, and 
vehicle dealerships.  None of these are interested in the Property and/or would 
require extensive construction to render the Property usable to them. 

3. The plight of the owner is due to unique circumstances inherent to the subject property and 
not from the personal situation of the owner and has not been created by any person 
presently having a proprietary interest in the property in question. 

a. The plight of the Owner is due to the location and restrictions upon it, a unique 
circumstance inherent to the Property, and not from the personal situation of the 
Owner and has not been created by any person presently having a proprietary 
interest in the property in question. 
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