Section 14.3 Variation Standards
A written response to each of the following standards that must be met in order for a variation to
be granted (Section 14.3 E of the Village of Oak Park Zoning Ordinance) must be submitted.
Each standard must be quoted from the Zoning Ordinance and then followed by a reasoned
response to the standard. Please note that all three standards must be met in order for the ZBA
to grant any variances.
Approval Standards
1. The Zoning Board of Appeals decision must make findings to support each of the following:
a. The strict application of the terms of this Ordinance will result in undue hardship
unless the specific relief requested is granted.
We, the owners, request a variance for the north and south sides of the property to allow
a 100% closed, 6ft tall fence to ensure the security of the property and safety of the
owners. We have on numerous occasions been approached by strangers and
passersby, and regularly find litter and broken glass in our garden which have been
discarded by passersby or thrown out of cars driving down Harlem. We hope to correct
this undue hardship through the variance to secure the property for our private
enjoyment.
b. The particular physical surroundings, shape or topographical conditions of the specific
property impose a particular hardship upon the owner, as distinguished from a mere
inconvenience, if the strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out.
Surroundings allow for strangers and passersby to walk past the property and often they
have approached the owners and the owners’ children which is a concern of security
and safety. The 50% open and 5ft height would allow us and our belongings to be
exposed to the public.
c. The plight of the owner is due to unique circumstances inherent to the subject
property and not from the personal situation of the owner and has not been created by
any person presently having a proprietary interest in the property in question.
Being approached by strangers, finding litter and broken glass in the garden, and noise
pollution from the busy street would be able to breach a 50% open fence, which is what
the zoning ordinance currently allows. The proximity to the busy street and the bus stop
makes it easy for individuals to disrespect private property, as some have entered the
property to use, and even steal, personal items that are meant to be kept outside. Such
things include, but are not limited to, outdoor furniture and a garden hose. A 50% open
fence would still allow for ill-disposed litter to penetrate the barrier and minimize the
quality, security and safety of the property.
2. The Zoning Board of Appeals, in making its findings, may inquire into the following evidentiary
issues, as well as any others deemed appropriate:

a. The granting of the variation will not be detrimental to the public health, safety, and
welfare in the neighborhood in which the property is located.
We believe that granting the variation will not affect public health, safety, or welfare, as
similar fences exist for townhomes further north on Harlem.
b. The proposed variation will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent
property, substantially increase congestion in the public streets, increase the danger of
fire, endanger the public safety, or impair property values within the neighborhood.
The proposed variation will not impair light or air to adjacent property and the public
property will not be intruded upon. A private yard with consistent fencing throughout
would likely improve property values for the neighborhood and is inline with the values of
the neighborhood.
c. The proposed variation is consistent with the spirit and intent of this Ordinance and
the adopted land use policies.
The proposed variation (100% closed and 6ft high on the north and south sides of the
property) ensures the security and safety of the owners’ family and property.

INVOICE

American Standard Builders
1824 S 7th Avenue
Maywood IL 60153
(708)674-5587
(708) 543-4251
86-1259706

Invoice Number

151

Creation Date

June 4, 2021

INVOICE TO:
Stephanie
1007 N Harlem
Ave
Unit A
Oak Park, IL

Americanstandardbuilders@gmail.
com

Description

Quantity

Pressure-Treated Fence (Pine)

1

Unit Price ($)

Total ($)

2,200.00

2,200.00

Installation of 80’ of 6’ high pressure-treated solid board fence
with pressure-treated posts. Two gates and tear down included.

Stephanie Yunez

Subtotal

$2,200.00

Grand Total

$2,200.00

Payments

$2,200.00

Total Due

$0.00
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