Responses to Special Use Standards: Zoning Ordinance - Article 14.2 (E)
1. The establishment, maintenance, and operation of the proposed special use will not
have a substantial or unduly adverse impact on the neighborhood or endanger the
public health, safety, or welfare.
Beer Shop will not negatively impact or alter the character or success of the downtown
Oak Park or surrounding neighborhoods. For the last 6 years, we have established ourselves as
a community-based, friendly, and welcoming shop for the purchase and on-site consumption of
craft beer and wine. Our staff provide highly knowledgeable insight for our customers into the
craft beer industry and local brewers. They are all Basset and Food Handler certified, and in
such are well trained to provide hygienic and careful service to our customers. This includes, but
is not limited to, food and beverage safety training, preventing underage consumption, and
preventing the over-serving customers. Our commitment to public health and safety is further
served by our limited closing hours of 11pm Sunday-Wednesday, and 12am Thursday-Saturday.
Furthermore, we will not alter current operations of Beer Shop, which was granted a similar
special use permit on February 18, 2015. Therefore, the proposed special use will not have any
adverse impact on the neighborhood or endanger public health, safety, or welfare.
2. The proposed special use is compatible with the general land use of adjacent
properties and other property within the immediate vicinity.
We are submitting a Special Use request that is compatible with the general land use of
adjacent properties and other property within the immediate vicinity. We are surrounded by
adjacent retail shops and restaurants, which along with Beer Shop, form a cohesive business
district that provides shoppers a diverse and engaging experience. Beer Shop has, in the last 6
years, formed strong relationships with these neighboring businesses, which include restaurants
and retail shops. This has led to co-sponsored events between businesses and an atmosphere
in which all surrounding stores can thrive. We contend that we remain a perfect fit for the
downtown business district.
3. The special use in the specific location proposed is consistent with the spirit and
intent of this Ordinance, adopted land use policies and the Comprehensive Plan.
Our special use permit, if approved, would be entirely consistent with this Ordinance,
land use policies, and the Comprehensive plan. Beer Shop fosters a community atmosphere, a
focus on local business, and pedestrian shopping in the Downtown Central Business District.
We will also generate tax revenue for the Village, provide jobs, and continue to enhance the
quality of life of Oak Park’s residents in a diverse setting. We have also met with the Alcohol
Control Review Board and the Village Board, which have vetted our business and concurred
with our stated policies and contribution to goals and objectives of the Comprehensive Plan.
4. The special use meets the requirements for such classification in this Ordinance.
Our requested special use is to allow for the operation of a Craft Brew Lounge in Zone
DT-1, the Downtown Central Business District. Thus, we are seeking for special use under
section 8-3 (“Table 8-1 Use Matrix” of the Zoning Ordinance), subject to the regulations of our
issued D-16 Liquor License.
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