
��-
e,.:::::: � 

OakPark 

Memorandum 

TO: 

FROM: 

FOR: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

Overview 

Kevin J. Jackson, Village Manager�

Alvin Nepomuceno, Information Technology Director � 
Dan Yopchick, Chief Communications Officer� 
David Baker, Civic Information System Chair " (J

Village President and Board of Trustees 

February 1, 2024 

Recommendation of Commitment to an Open Data Policy 

At its January 11, 2024 meeting, the Civic Information Systems Commission (CISC) felt it 
important for the Village Board of Trustees to advocate for an open data policy for the Village 
of Oak Park. This leadership from the Board is essential to drive how an open data 
environment, which is crucial in the design of a more open government, should look to 
residents. 

Recently, the CISC reviewed and discussed an open data policy set forth by the City of 
Ottawa in Ontario, Canada. This policy may be viewed at: 
https://engage.ottawa.ca/openottawa/widgets/33019/documents. 

Examples of best practices adopted by Ottawa include ensuring that data is complete and 
from a primary source where possible, timely, accessible, and machine-readable. The CISC 
agrees with and recommends these important principles, especially machine-readability, 
which allows users to download raw data and form their own reports or design applications. 

The Village of Oak Park may reference existing policies set forth by Ottawa and other 
municipalities to shape its own unique version of an open data policy. The CISC feels that 
periodic data review and a commitment to publishing timelines is an essential starting point 
to ensure accuracy and consistency in data presentation. 

The CISC believes that while an open data portal could be an effective way of presenting 
information to the public, the Village of Oak Park would be best served by a Board-approved 
policy. This policy would mandate what data is presented in the public portal. Once committed 
to open data, the Board may defer to staff and the CISC for recommended best practices and 
standards. Ultimately, the proposed policy would serve as a guiding document to ensure 
continued commitment to rigorously-approved standards and best practices. 






