
Dementia Friendly Community 
Kickoff Event  

 Welcome and Overview 

 

 Dementia Friendly America/Dementia Friendly Illinois – Dr. Raj C. Shah 

 

 Panel of Local Leaders 

 

 Panel of “Lived Experience”  

 

 How to Meet DFA Readiness and Recognition Criteria 

 

 Break-Out Group Sessions 

 

 First Action Team Meeting – November 6th at 2:00 p.m. 

 



Dementia Friendly America/ 
Dementia Friendly Illinois  
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The Growing Need 



Response to the Need:  
Dementia Friendly Community 



DFA National Participants 

ABA | Bank of America | CFPB |Eli Lily |The Global CEO Initiative |The IACP  
NACo | World Young Leaders  

Federal Liaisons:  ACL, ASPE, CDC, HRSA, IHS, SS55A 



Community Update 



Organizing to Meet the Goal: 
Web-based Tools and Resources 

Our website includes sector guides, provider tools, a community toolkit and other 
guidance for communities working towards becoming dementia friendly.  



Alignment with Age-Friendly 

Our website includes sector guides, provider tools, a community toolkit and other 
guidance for communities working towards becoming dementia friendly.  



Community Web-Based Resource 



  



Example Sector Guide 
• Business 

• Banks and financial 

• Community-based supports 

• Faith communities 

• Health and long term care  

• Legal and advance planning 

• Local government (planning, emergency 

response, law enforcement)  

• Neighbor and community members 



Dementia Friendly Illinois: Rationale 

Building dementia friendly 

communities is of significant 

importance to the Illinois families 

and persons living with or at risk 

for dementia.   



Dementia Friendly Illinois: Rationale 

Approximately 230,000 people in Illinois have dementia due to Alzheimer’s 

disease.  

 

By 2025 the number will increase to 260,000 people.   

 

Each person with dementia has multiple informal caregivers so another 

588,000 Illinois residents are impacted by dementia due to Alzheimer’s.   



Dementia Friendly Illinois: Rationale 

Every one of these individuals has to navigate through their communities.  

 

If they do not feel supported by their community, they start becoming 

isolated.   

 

Isolation leads to worsening well-being along with poor physical and mental 

health. 



Dementia Friendly Illinois: Goal 

To support the recognition of at 

least one community in each State 

Planning Service Area as being 

part of Dementia Friendly 

America. 



Dementia Friendly Illinois: Approach 
Local community activation and toolkit implementation 

Centralized 
Technical Assistance 

Mechanism for 
Communities  



Dementia Friendly Illinois: 
The Action Team 



Gauging Progress 



For more information… 

Website:  www.ilbrainhealth.org 
 
Contact: info@ilbrainhealth.org 
  

@DFA_IL 



 
Panel of Local Leaders 

Anan Abu-Taleb, Mayor, Village of Oak Park 

 

Dr. Raj C. Shah, Associate Professor, Rush University Medical College, Co-

Director of the Center for Community Health Equity 

 

Clarmarie Keenan, Supervisor, Oak Park Township 

 

Lance Taylor, Chairperson, Oak Park Aging in Place Commission 

 



 Total Population in 2017:  52,229 

• 39 = Median Age  

• 8.5% = 65 and older (4,439) 

• 1.7% = 85 and older (888) 

• 65 and Older Living Alone (Approximately 1,001) 

 

 Living with Dementia 

• 65 and older (Approximately 786) 

• 85 and older (Approximately 304) 

Oak Park Demographics  



How To Meet DFA Readiness and 
Recognition Criteria 

1. Hold today’s Community Meeting 

2. Form an Action Team. 

3. Connecting Across Sectors. 

4. Inclusion and Leadership of People Living with Dementia. 

5. Champion Organization and Coordination Capacity. 

6. Adoption and Communication of Dementia Friendly Practices and Change Goals. 

7. Progress Tracking and Sharing.   



Break-Out Group Sessions 
Select a Recorder/Reporter to Take Notes 

1. Why is Dementia Friendly Oak Park important? 

2. What impact does and will dementia have here and in our 

surrounding communities? 

3. Given this information and data, what do we do now and where 

do we go from here? 



Break-Out Group Reports 

  

Report Out Main Observations 



Sign Up Card!  

If you’re interested in joining the Dementia 

Friendly Oak Park efforts, please fill-out an 

interest card!  



Thank You! 

 

Join Us For the First Action Team Meeting 

November 6th at 2p.m. 

 Oak Park Village Hall 

For more information contact:  

 
Tammie Grossman, tgrossman@oak-park.us 

Maureen McCarthy, maureen.mccarthy@pdop.org 

Pamela Mahn, pmahn@oakparktownship.org 

Rob Simmons, rsimmons@oppl.org 
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