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DRIVE-THRU | SPECIAL USE 
PROPOSAL STATEMENT

The proposed programming for 7 Lake St. includes an 
internal drive-thru adjacent to the coffee roastery 

programming. The program serves local residents and 
commuters traveling back and forth from the city with an 
option for those on a quick time constraint. This program 

nods to the prior use of the building and maintains the 
structures ability to accommodate both cars and people 
simultaneously. Approximate hours of operation for the 

drive-thru and adjacent bypass lane will be 7AM - 11AM. 
During non-operating hours of approximately 11:30AM - 
7PM, the bypass lane has the opportunity to function as 

additional seating or dining for the cafe. No outdoor dining 
will be provided. Full fire protection systems will be designed 

with MEP consultants post ZBA approval.
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 Petition for Public Hearing 
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Size of Parcel (from Plat of Survey): ______________________________Square Feet  
 
Adjacent: Zoning Districts  Land Uses 
To the North: _________________ _________________________________________________________ 
To the South: _________________ _________________________________________________________ 
To the East: __________________ _________________________________________________________ 
To the West: _________________  _________________________________________________________ 

 
How the property in question is currently improved? 

 Residential   Non-Residential       Mixed Use      OTHER:_____________________________________ 
Describe Improvement: _________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Is the property in question currently in violation of the Zoning Ordinance?  _____Yes    _____No 

If Yes, how? ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Is the property in question presently subject to a Special Use Permit?  _____Yes    _____No 
If Yes, how? __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 If Yes, please provide relevant Ordinance No.’s _______________________________________________________ 
 
Is the subject property located within any Historic District?   _____ Yes _____ No 
 If Yes:     Frank Lloyd Wright      Ridgeland/Oak Park         Gunderson 
 
From what Section(s) of the Zoning Ordinance are you requesting approval / relief?   
 
Article:____________________________________Section:_________________________________________________ 
Article:____________________________________Section:_________________________________________________ 
Article:____________________________________Section:_________________________________________________ 
 

Explain why, in your opinion, the grant of this request will be in harmony with the neighborhood and not 
contrary to the intent and purpose of the Zoning Ordinance or Comprehensive Plan; 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

5,212 (est)

NC / Neighborhood Commercial

NC / Neighborhood Commercial

OS / Open Space

NA / Austin (Zoned Public Open Space)

X
NC / Neighborhood Commercial is current zoning. Looking to understand uses

aloud within this zoning designation.

X

X

X

ARTICLE 8 USE SECTION 8-1 USE MATRIX

Businesses, retail, restaurant, multi-family residential

Railroad, single family and multi-family residential

Restaurant(s), park, playground, open space

Recreation space, skatepark, indoor playground, park

The direction of the neighborhood within which 7 Lake St. sits is a community forward approach while blending

unique one-off programs to draw both local and additional visitors to support these businesses. The drive-thru

function adds an unexpected, eclectic yet functional program to compliment the proposed coffee roastery/shop

program. The drive-thru function nods to nostalgia while providing a 21st century functionality to its local/non-local

residents.





 

Special Use Approval Standards 
Date:  28 January 2026 

To:  Village of Oak Park Zoning Board of Appeals, Village Board 

Re:  7 Lake Street Coffee Shop Project, Special Use Permit Application for an interior drive-thru 

   
 
Approval Standards Questionnaire Responses  
 

1. The establishment, maintenance, and operation of the proposed special use will not have a substantial or 

unduly adverse impact on the neighborhood or endanger the public health, safety, or welfare. 

  

We identify that adding a drive thru impacts pedestrian traffic at North Blvd. and the new curb cut on 

Lake St. will likewise increase vehicular traffic across the pedestrian walkway. We propose audio / 

visual warning systems and manned staff at the front and rear doors of the space during drive-thru 

operational hours.   

 

2. The proposed special use is compatible with the general land use of adjacent properties and other property 

within the immediate vicinity. 

 

All of the land use of adjacent properties is zoned NC Neighborhood Commercial. Similarly, 

properties in the immediate vicinity are zoned NC, aside from parks zoned Open Space. Therefore, 

this is compatible as it is also a commercial space with a specialty of a drive-thru to help the 

community access its product during peak commute hours of 7AM - 11AM. The rest of the time the 

space is open, this drive-thru will not operate as such. 

 

3. The special use in the specific location proposed is consistent with the spirit and intent of this Ordinance, 

adopted land use policies and the Comprehensive Plan. 

 

4. The special use meets the requirements for such classification in this Ordinance. 

 
As per the zoning chart we are requesting a special use permit because the drive-thru is not typically 
allowed in this zone. However, the drive-thru will have limited operating hours over the course of the 
day and all requirements re: lane widths, stacking spaces etc are successful in this proposal.  
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EXISTING PLAT SURVEY 
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