














Sign Variance Standards 

After hearing and considering the materials presented, the Zoning Board of Appeals shall 
grant a variance if it finds that: 

1. The applicant's plans are substantially consistent with the design criteria of this Code. 

Our plans were developed to align with the Village’s design criteria: the graphics are 
scaled to the three window bays, use restrained colors, minimal text, and no exposed 
light source; and the materials/lettering integrate with the storefront architecture. 
The images also serve as a privacy screen of a conference room for 2 of the windows. 
Overall, the signs maintain good proportion and read as an integral part of the 
building design.  

2. The proposed exterior design features of the sign are suitable and compatible with the 
character of neighboring buildings and structures existing or under construction and with 
the character of the neighborhood and the applicable zoning district, and enhance the 
environment of the Village. 

We coordinated with the building’s original design firm to ensure the graphics 
complement existing storefronts and materials in the district. The composition keeps 
text to a minimum and emphasizes brand identity through simple, high-quality 
imagery. 

The Albion is a high-rise building, and Kribi Coffee is the only retail storefront along 
its east-facing side. We are also the only retail/sales-producing business along that 
portion of Forest Park Avenue, serving nearby residents as well as those visiting 
Austin Gardens. In this context, our signage is proportionate to the building’s size and 
provides needed visibility in a low-traffic location, without intruding on residents’ 
enjoyment of the area or the park. 
 

3. The exterior design features of the sign will not be detrimental to the harmonious and 
orderly growth of the Village. 

The non-illuminated window graphics avoid glare or spillover light, maintain 
sidewalk sightlines, and are consistent with a high-quality retail corridor. 

This stretch of Forest Park Avenue has historically struggled to support retail 
tenants; the prior coffee shop was not successful. By providing appropriately scaled 
signage in a low-traffic area, our design supports business viability while remaining 
minimally intrusive to the surrounding neighborhood. 

4. The exterior design features of the sign will not cause a substantial depreciation in the 
property values in the neighborhood. 

The professional, cohesive storefront treatment enhances curb appeal and signals 
ongoing investment in the corridor. Rather, we expect the strengthened retail 
presence to provide a community amenity and contribute positively to property 
values. 
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