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Intent Statement:  A structured policy for dropping off and picking up children helps 

facilitate smooth transitions to and from child care. Formally transferring responsibility for children 
ensures their safety, is conducive to their well- being, and provides opportunity for necessary and 
meaningful communication between the adults that care for them. 

As child care administrators and their staff members work to implement new health- and safety-focused 
policies and procedures, there’s one important process that shouldn’t be overlooked: child care pick-up 
and drop-off. 

 

 Practice and Procedure Dropping off / Picking up a child:  

Our drop-off time window is from 6:30am – 9:00am.   

Pick-up time window is from 4:00pm – 6:00pm.   

Our past experience has demonstrated an extremely low impact on the neighboring businesses, 
residents, traffic flow, or the general public.  Comparatively, our site has a lower enrolment than other 
institutions of our kind, our maximum capacity is 25 students. 

 

During our drop-off time window, our neighboring businesses have yet to open.  Therefore, there has 
been no impact due to available parking for drop-offs.  Typically, the timeframe for dropping off 
students ranges from 2-4 minutes.  Due to the recent impact of Covid-19, we have instituted technology 
measures to reduce parent / staff contact during drop-off & pick-ups, and reduce the time and 
environmental impact of the processes. 

Curbside Contactless GPS Sign In/Out – Our parents can take advantage of our curbside 

sign in/out feature, which uses GPS technology and geofencing to enable check-ins within a radius 

set by our center. Once the feature is enabled, parents receive automatic alerts when they’re close 

to our facility and can complete check-in/check-out without leaving their vehicle.  Our staff 

members assist in preparing for arriving students, and get students prepared for arriving parents at 

pick-up times. 

It is our goal to continue being a conscientious business within the community, and the welfare of 

our staff, students, neighbors, and community is at the heart of all that we do. 

 



STANDARDS  - ZONING ORDINANCE – ARTICLE 14.2 (E) 

1. The establishment, maintenance, and operation of the proposed special use will not have a 
substantial or unduly adverse impact on the neighborhood or endanger the public health, 
safety, or welfare.  

The purpose for this location is to resume our business operation to meet the demand of local resident's 
needs for our services. 

The childcare industry is highly regulated by Federal, State, and Local authorities.  We have always met, 
or exceeded the rigorous standards which govern our operation in the areas of child welfare, education, 
and environmental standards.  We have always endeavored to allow our “good neighbor consciousness” 
& industry standards to extend beyond our doors. 

The proposed business has existed at the exact location since 2015. The only disruption in operation has 
been the past 9 months, due to the death of the founder of the business. Subsequently, we have 
reorganized the business structure with, what we believe is a sustainable plan to resume business, and 
provide the same standard of service we have been known for, without any hardship to our current and 
future customer base, our neighbors, or the public. 

 

2. The proposed special use is compatible with the general land use of adjacent properties and 
other property within the immediate vicinity.  

The proposed business has existed since 2015, within the same location; nothing within the current 
business landscape has changed since we ceased operating over the past nine months. We have 
maintained the lease of the location during the business reorganization.  During our business 
operations, we are unaware of any complaint directed toward our business from any of our neighbors. 

3. The special use in the specific location proposed is consistent with the spirit and intent of this 
Ordinance, adopted land use policies and the Comprehensive Plan. 

For many years Good Shepherd's Learning Center has been a respectful and contributing member to the 
positive character of the community. We recognize the importance of providing a service that is well 
needed and enhances the diverse economic mix needed in Oak Park.  We have, and will continue to 
contribute to the strong local tax base and economic engine of Oak Park.  

4. The special use meets the requirements for such classification in this Ordinance 

It is our belief that the proposed business meets the requirements of a special use business.  
Furthermore, we consider our proposed use as a necessity for the local families, and an Oak Park 
institution, literally & figuratively. 
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Baby Genius Academy is a continuation of The Good Shepard learning Center, which was established in 
1999, and had served the Oak Park community for over 20 years. This site has been in existence since 
2015.  It was established to meet the growing demand for greater capacity to serve families with infants 
& toddlers. 

 

The reason for this application submittal is due to the untimely death of the owner of The Good Shepard 
Learning Center in 2022 - Selena Burton, and the business not operating for over six (6) months. The 
business has been shut down for nine months to reorganize. 

 

Now, another successful Chicagoland day care operator has stepped in to assist Ms. Burton's family 
resume and continue her good work within the Oak Park community. 
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