
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Application for Public Hearing 
SPECIAL USE PERMITS 

 YOU MUST PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATTACH EXTRA PAGES TO THE PETITION. 
 

 
Name of Business (If applicable): McDonald’s USA, LLC 
 
Address/Location of Property in Question: 111 West Madison Street 
 
Property Identification Number(s)(PIN): 16-17-105-001; 002; 003; 004; 005; 006 
 
Name of Property Owner(s): McDonald’s Corporation 
 
Address of Property Owner(s): 711 Jorie Boulevard, Oak Brook , IL 
 
E-Mail of Property Owner(s): Al.daniels@us.mcd.com  Phone: 630-750-4371 
 
If Land Trust, name(s) of all beneficial owners: (A Certificate of Trust must be filed.) See attached corporate resolutions. 
 
Name of Applicant(s): McDonald’s Corporation-Al Daniels 

Applicant’s Address: 711 Jorie Boulevard, Oak Brook, IL 60523 
Applicant’s Phone Number:    Office 630-750-4371    E-Mail Al.daniels@us.mcd.com 

          Other: N/A  
Project Contact: (if Different than Applicant) Kenneth Sack 

Contact’s Address:2631 Ginger Woods  Pkwy Aurora, IL 60502 
Contact’s Phone Number:     Office 630-375-1800 Ext. 125   E-Mail  Al.daniels@us.mcd.com 

         Other: Project Manage 
 
Property Interest of Applicant:  X Owner  _____Legal Representative   _____Contract Purchaser  _____Other 
 (If Other - Describe):N/A 
 
Existing Zoning: MS Madison Street Describe Proposal: Converting existing single drive-through system to dual drive-through 
 system to increase drive-through capacity, efficiency and customer satisfaction. Maintain existing landscaping and add new 
 landscaping as part of dual drive-through system modifications. 
 

mailto:Al.daniels@us.mcd.com
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Size of Parcel (from Plat of Survey): 23,605 Square Feet  
 
Adjacent: Zoning Districts  Land Uses 
To the North: MS Madison Street               Existing retail stores, Existing parking lot. 
To the South: R-4 Single Family        Existing residential. 
To the East:   MS Madison Street      Office building, residential 
To the West: I Institutional  Oak Park Village Hall 

 
How the property in question is currently improved? 

 Residential   Non-Residential       Mixed Use      OTHER:_____________________________________ 
Describe Improvement:  Converting existing single drive-through system to dual drive-through 
 system to increase drive-through capacity, efficiency and customer satisfaction. Maintain existing landscaping and add 
new landscaping as part of dual drive-through system modifications. 
 

Is the property in question currently in violation of the Zoning Ordinance?  __ Yes    X No 
If Yes, how? N/A 
 

Is the property in question presently subject to a Special Use Permit?  X Yes    ___No 
If Yes, how?  New lane will be an expansion of a legal non-conforming drive-through 

 If Yes, please provide relevant Ordinance No. N/A 
 
Is the subject property located within any Historic District?   _____ Yes  X No 
 If Yes:     Frank Lloyd Wright      Ridgeland/Oak Park         Gunderson 
 
From what Section(s) of the Zoning Ordinance are you requesting approval / relief?   
 
Article: 8 Uses                                                            Section: 8.3 Use Restrictions, Table 8-1: Use Matrix 
Article: N/A                                                                 Section: N/A   
Article: N/A                                                                 Section: N/A 
 

Explain why, in your opinion, the grant of this request will be in harmony with the neighborhood and not 
contrary to the intent and purpose of the Zoning Ordinance or Comprehensive Plan; 
 
The special use meets the requirements of zoning classification MS Madison Street Zoning District in that drive-through 
facilities are allowed at this particular location. The special use request for the dual drive-through system complies with 
the drive-through facility requirements in the Village of Oak Park Zoning Ordinance.  McDonald’s has provided a valued 
service to the community and its neighbor’s and has historical precedents of conducting business in safe and friendly 
manner that adds value to the property, community, and its neighbors without altering the essential character or land use 
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of the locality.  McDonald’s will continue their tradition of showing interest and supporting development for the betterment 
of the community and surrounding properties. As an existing operating McDonald’s drive-through restaurant, the business 
currently upholds all municipal, state and federal laws, and has business maintenance and operational practices for safe 
operation and service to patrons, employees, community and its neighbors.   
 
 
 
I (we) certify that all the above statements and the statements contained in any papers or plans submitted herewith are 
true to the best of my (our) knowledge and belief. 
 
I (we) consent to the entry in or upon the premises described in this application by any authorized official of the Village of 
Oak Park for the purpose of securing information, posting, maintaining and removing such notices as may be required by 
law.   
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
(Printed Name) Applicant 
 
 
_____________________________________________ _______________ 
(Signature) Applicant     Date 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________ 
(Printed Name) Owner 
 
 
____________________________________________ _______________ 
(Signature) Owner     Date 

 

Owner’s Signature must be notarized 
 
 
 
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS 
 
________DAY OF _____________________, ______ 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 

(Notary Public) 
 

Updated September 2017 



 

 
 

March 26, 2020 
 
Michael Bruce 
Zoning Administrator 
Village of Oak Park 
123 Madison Street 
Oak Park, IL 60302 
 
RE:  McDonald’s – 111 West Madison Street   

Special Use Permit-Additional lane for dual drive-through system 
WER#: 20-012  

 
Dear Mr. Bruce, 
 
Below are the findings of support for the special use permit request for the addition of a new lane as part of the 
dual drive-through modifications in the Village of Oak Park. Following each criterion, we have annotated a 
response for the project.   
 

• The establishment, maintenance, and operation of the proposed special use will not have substantial or 
unduly adverse impact on the neighborhood or endanger the public health, safety or welfare. 

  
o McDonald’s investment into the dual drive-through lane system will increase vehicular stacking 

capacity in drive-through queue, effectively limit potential stacking issues and provide more 
efficient customer service. The proposed modifications will not have a negative or adverse 
impact on the surrounding neighborhood.  As an existing operating McDonald’s restaurant, the 
business currently upholds all municipal, state and federal laws, and has business maintenance 
and operational practices for safe operation and service to patrons, employees, community and 
its neighbors.  McDonald’s provides a valued service to the community and its neighbor’s and 
has historical precedents of conducting business in safe and friendly manner adding value to the 
property, community, and its neighbors.  

 
• The proposed special use is compatible with the general land use of adjacent properties and other 

property within the immediate vicinity. 
  

o The general land use will not be altered with the proposed drive-through modifications. 
McDonald’s proposed plans are to maintain all such facilities and improve such facilities. 
McDonald’s provides a valued service to the community and its neighbor’s and has historical 
precedents of conducting business in safe and friendly manner that adds value to the property, 
community, and its neighbors without altering the essential character of the locality.  
McDonald’s will continue their tradition of showing interest and supporting development for the 
betterment of the community and surrounding properties.  

 
 



 
 
 

Project Name 
Project Number  

Date 
Page 2  

• The special use in the specific location proposed is consistent with the spirit and intent of this ordinance, 
adopted land use policies and the comprehensive plan. 

 
o The special use meets the requirements of zoning classification MS Madison Street Zoning 

District in that drive-through facilities are allowed at this particular location. The special use 
request for the dual drive-through system complies with the drive-through facility requirements 
in the Village of Oak Park Zoning Ordinance.  McDonald’s has provided a valued service to the 
community and its neighbor’s and has historical precedents of conducting business in safe and 
friendly manner that adds value to the property, community, and its neighbors without altering 
the essential character or land use of the locality.  McDonald’s will continue their tradition of 
showing interest and supporting development for the betterment of the community and 
surrounding properties. As an existing operating McDonald’s drive-through restaurant, the 
business currently upholds all municipal, state and federal laws, and has business maintenance 
and operational practices for safe operation and service to patrons, employees, community and 
its neighbors.   

 
• The special use meets the requirements for such classification in this ordinance. 

  
o The special use meets the requirements of zoning classification MS Madison Street Zoning 

District in that drive-through facilities are allowed at this particular location. The special use 
request for the dual drive-through system complies with the drive-through facility requirements 
in the Village of Oak Park Zoning Ordinance. McDonald’s investment into the dual drive-through 
lane system will increase vehicular stacking capacity and provide more efficient customer 
service for many years to come. 

 
  
If you have any questions, please let me know. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Watermark Engineering Resources, Ltd. 
 
 
 
Kenneth Sack 
Project Manager  
 

ksack
New Stamp
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PLANT LIST
FLOWERING AND EVERGREEN SHRUBS
QTY. ABRV. BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SIZE

4 PSR Rosa var. 'NOA168098F' Pink Supreme Carpet
Rose 3 Gal.

4 DHW Weigela x 'Dark Horse' Dark Horse Weigela 3 Gal.
PERENNIALS, ORNAMENTAL GRASS AND GROUNDCOVERS

QTY. ABRV. BOTANICAL NAME COMMON NAME SIZE

9 FRG Calamagrostis brachytricha
Korean Feather Reed
Grass 1 Gal.

18 GBH Hemerocallis 'Going Bananas' Going Bananas Daylily 1 Gal.

11 DPD Sporobolus heterolepis 'Tara' Dwarf Prairie Dropseed 1 Gal.

NOTE:
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3M™ Wireless Communication System Model XT-1  
Technical Data 

  
3M Wireless Communications System Model XT-1’s Night Volume 
feature to comply with City Decibel Level output ordinance.  
 
 
 
 
With the concern over environmental noise today, many communities restrict the audio level of 
drive-thru intercom systems during normal day-time business hours and for business operations 
during night time. Usually, this audio level is specified to be below some number at the property 
line.  
 
Audio levels are measured in terms of “Sound Pressure Level” with the unit of change being the 
“Decibel”. For example, the city of South Plainfield, NJ requires that sound levels not exceed 65 
decibels SPL (sound pressure level) in an industrial area. Taking this into consideration, 3M 
intercom systems provide an adjustable menu speaker volume to assure compliance with city 
sound ordinances. 
 
The 3M XT-1 Intercom System can be adjusted at installation to produce an audio sound 
pressure level of 65 decibels (*) at a distance of 4 feet on axis to the center of the speaker. It is 
VERY easy for the installation company to verify this reading using an Audio dB meter (set to A 
weighing, slow response). Please note that sound diminishes at the rate of 6 decibels every 
time the distance from the sound source is doubled. So, at a distance of 8 feet, the level is 59 
decibels, at 16 feet it is 53 decibels and so on. 
 
The 3M XT-1 Intercom System also provides an AUTOMATIC reduction of sound volume for 
night time operation to maintain compliance with cities that require lower operating sound levels 
after normal business hours. This feature assures compliance 24 hours a day. 
 
To give you a reference of comparative audio levels, please peruse the attached list of typical 
sound levels. Be aware that acoustic barriers (shrubbery, trees, fences, walls, etc) will reduce 
the distance faster than shown in the chart. 
 
(* These level measurements assume the use of recommended 3M components.) 
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Table of Sound Levels and Corresponding Sound Pressure and 
Sound Intensity 

 
To get a feel for decibels, look at the table below which gives values for the sound pressure 
levels of common sounds in our environment. Also shown are the corresponding sound 
pressures and sound intensities. 
 
From these, you can see that the decibel scale gives numbers in a much more manageable 
range. 
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A given sound pressure level Lp in dBSPL without the distance of the measurement to the 
specific sound source is useless. 
 
The reference for 0 dBSPL sound pressure level is p = 20 μPa = 2 * 10-5 pascal, the threshold of 
hearing. 
The sound pressure level decreases in the free field with 6dB per distance doubling.  
That is the 1/r law. 
 
Often it is argued the sound pressure would decrease after the 1/r2 law (inverse square law). 
That is wrong. 
 
The sound pressure in a free field is inversely proportional to the distance from the mic to the source.   
p ~ 1/r 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: 20 dB is approximately the threshold of hearing. This occurs at approximately 700 feet from the 
speaker post in a very QUIET environment. In an environment of average traffic noise, a 35 dB limit is 
virtually inaudible and should be considered the practical limit. This occurs are approximately 125 feet 
from the speaker post. 



SPEAKER OUTPUT RANGEAttuneAttune

112/2/20092/2/2009

11

DAY NIGHT

55dBSPL

108dBSPL
Saturation Area

Noise Area
Min

Max

Speaker Output

Normal
1Pa = 96dBSPL Level Difference between 

DAY and NIGHT : 6dB



 

 

 

Memo 
 
Re:  Drive-Thru Sound Pressure Levels From the Menu Board or Speaker Post 
 
The sound pressure levels from the menu board or speaker post are as follows: 
 

1.  Sound pressure level (SPL) contours (A weighted) were measured on a typical HME SPP2 
speaker post.  The test condition was for pink noise set to 84 dBA at 1 foot in front of the 
speaker.  All measurements were conducted outside with the speaker post placed 8 feet from a 
non-absorbing building wall and at an oblique angle to the wall.  These measurements should 
not be construed to guarantee performance with any particular speaker post in any particular 
environment.  They are typical results obtained under the conditions described above. 

 
2.  The SPL levels are presented for different distances from the speaker post: 

 
Distance from the Speaker (Feet) SPL (dBA) 

1 foot 84 dBA 
2 feet 78 dBA 
4 feet 72 dBA 
8 feet 66 dBA 

16 feet 60 dBA 
32 feet 54 dBA 

 
3.  The above levels are based on factory recommended operating levels, which are preset for 

HME components and represent the optimum level for drive-thru operations in the majority of 
the installations. 

 
Also, HME incorporates automatic volume control (AVC) into many of our Systems.  AVC will adjust the 
outbound volume based on the outdoor, ambient noise level.  When ambient noise levels naturally decrease 
at night, AVC will reduce the outbound volume on the system.  See below for example: 
 

Distance from Outside Speaker 
Decibel Level of standard 

system with 45 dB of outside 
noise without AVC 

Decibel level of standard system 
with 45 dB of outside noise with 

AVC active 
1 foot 84 dBA 60 dBA 
2 feet 78 dBA 54 dBA 
4 feet 72 dBA 48 dBA 
8 feet 66 dBA 42 dBA 

16 feet 60 dBA 36 dBA 
 
If there are any further questions regarding this issue please contact HME customer service at 1-800-848-4468. 
 
Thank you for your interest in HME’s products. 



Sound Pressure and Decibel Values 
 

For 
 

Typical Sounds 
 
 
 
0 dB  Threshold of hearing 
10 dB  Slow moving air 
20 dB  Studio for Sound Movies 
30 dB  Soft Whisper at five feet 
40 dB  Hearing Test Booth 
50 dB  Average residence, no children 
60 dB  Conversational Speech at 3’ 
70 dB  Intercom Outbound Audio Level at 4’ 
80 dB  Very Noisy Restaurant 
90 dB  Printing Presses running in a Print Shop 
100 dB  Looms inside a Textile Mill 
110 dB  Pipe making shop 
120 dB  50 HP Siren at 100 feet 
140 dB  Jet aircraft at 100 feet 
180 dB  Rocket Launching Pad 
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