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Minutes of the Community Design Commission 

Held on January 23, 2013 

At Village Hall in Room 101 

 

Meeting called to order at 7:16 p.m.  

  

Attendees: Chairperson Tom Philion, Commissioners John Schiess, Sharon Snook, Douglas Chien, 

Michele Wheeler, Bernie Woytek, Teresa Heit-Murray, Greg Sorg, Aaron Stigger, Lloyd Natof,  

Lindsay Salvatore 

 

Absent: Commissioner David Brumirski, Christina Loranz 

 

Village Staff present: Craig Failor, Village Planner; Jim Semelka, Forestry Superintendent and 

Michael Bruce, Zoning Administrator  

 

Public Attendees:  Mr. Bob Miller 

 

Non-Agenda Public Comment:   

None. 

 

Minutes: Commissioner Woytek motioned to approve the minutes from October 24, 2012. 

Commissioner Snook seconded. The minutes were approved as submitted. 

 

Agenda Items Sitting as the Design Review Commission: 

Cal. No. 01-13-DRC:  219-221 Lake Street, School of Rock 

Amy Renzulli, on behalf of School of Rock, applicant, is requesting that a variation be granted from 

the following section of the Sign Code to permit the installation of a wall sign along the west 

elevation of the building; 

1. Section 7.7.15 (D) (1) (c) requires that wall signs located on the wall along the corner 

lot line shall be limited to one (1) square foot per linear foot of zoning lot frontage as 

measured along the front lot line, which is 25 SF in this case. The proposal shows an 

approximately 198 SF sign along the corner lot line (west elevation). 

 

Commissioner Schiess stepped out of the meeting to recuse himself from the hearing as he was the 

architect on the application.  

 

Mr. Bruce summarized the application and the variation requested from the sign code. Mr. Bruce 

explained there was an error in calculating the sign measurements on the agenda- it was actually 

198 square feet rather than 177 square feet as indicated on the agenda.  

 

Ms. Renzulli spoke via speakerphone along with a computer Powerpoint presentation. She 

indicated that her husband and business partner, Mr. Bob Miller, was present in the room. Ms. 

Renzulli explained that the School of Rock was a franchise with locations across the country. She 

said the school was very social and aimed to keep the experience of playing rock and roll very real 

but fun. She explained that the west elevation of the building seemed like a blank canvas to her and 

they wanted to paint a weathered-looking sign. She also said that they’d like to add art murals at a 
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later date to the west elevation. Commissioner Snook asked if the sign would be entirely painted. 

Ms. Renzulli agreed. Commissioner Salvatore asked about the building being a multi-tenant 

building and if the painted sign would impede the use of other tenants’ signs. Mr. Bruce answered 

there was one other tenant with a sign in the front of the building and that tenant did not plan to 

add any other signage. Mr. Bruce said should a different tenant move into the building it would be 

allowed a sign of up to 25 square feet. Commissioner Chien asked if it was a concern that they 

were approving the wall without knowing exactly what would be up there. Mr. Failor explained 

that Mr. Bruce would have to determine whether the painted mural material would be a sign or not. 

Should it be a sign, it may go back to the CDC, but if it were just art it wouldn’t be under the 

CDC’s charge.  

 

Commissioner Sorg motioned to approve the application. Commissioner Stigger seconded the 

motion. A roll call vote was taken: 

 

Chien- yes 

Wheeler- yes 

Woytek- yes 

Heit-Murray - yes 

Stigger- yes 

Natof- yes 

Salvatore- yes 

Snook- yes 

Sorg- yes 

Philion- yes 

 

The motion was approved 10-0 with Commissioner Schiess abstaining.  

 

Staff Reports: 

Mr. Semelka said trees have been purchased for planting for this year through 2015. He said the 

budget for planting was $180,000 and estimated about 450-500 trees to be planted each year plus 

maintenance costs. He said they were in the midst of the emerald ash borer removal, which would 

be around 400 trees this year. He said 902 stumps were ground out in 2012. In-house tree trimming 

began this week. For 2012, around 800 trees were removed due to disease, accidents, storms, etc. 

He said species diversity would be key for future planting and they were looking at ways of 

lowering the maintenance costs for new plantings. 

 

Mr. Failor invited commissioners to attend the kick-off vision meeting on the Comprehensive Plan 

on Wednesday, February 20 from 7:30-9 p.m. at the 19
th

 Century Club. He said following this 

meeting there would be another series of meetings specific to a category like public services or 

planned use. He said he would continue to update on when those meetings would be held. 

Commissioner Salvatore asked if a specific demographic had been missing in the meetings so far. 

Mr. Failor agreed, explaining they were mandated by HUD to reach specific groups and they were 

attempting to do so, groups like apartment dwellers and single moms. Mr. Failor encouraged 

commissioners to go onto the website, envisionoakpark.com and complete the survey there as well. 

Mr. Failor said in February, they would be presenting to the village board various options on the 
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Lake Street streetscape project from Harlem to Euclid. He said the board had also asked for Oak 

Park Avenue streetscape options as well.  

 

Sub-Committee Reports: 

Commissioner Schiess gave an update on the Private Property Tree Ordinance subcommittee, saying 

they met with Mr. Semelka to discuss the current requirements for private property tree maintenance. 

They found there were no permits or licensing requirements and there could be issues that arise from 

that- such as non-skilled laborers, unscrupulous contractors, etc. They discussed an easy permitting 

process coupled with a licensing process to protect homeowners. He said the next step would be to 

look at villages or towns that have stricter ordinances to gather more information in order to bring a 

recommendation to the full committee.  He asked for three more members to join the subcommittee- 

Commissioner Natof volunteered.   

 

Other Business: 

Commissioner Chien motioned to approve the resolution for the Write Inn variance. Commissioner 

Woytek seconded. A voice vote was taken; the motion was approved 9-0 with Commissioner Snook 

and Commissioner Schiess abstaining.  

 

Adjournment 

Commissioner Snook motioned to adjourn. Commissioner Wheeler seconded. The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:29 p.m. 

 

Angela Schell, 

 

Recording Secretary 


