ZONE 6 CO

Resident Beat Officer Mark Scott
Phone: 358-5576
Email: scottm@oak-park.us

Holiday Cime .
Prevention Tips

Don’t leave packages
or other valuables in
your auto that are in
plain view.
e Never leave your auto
running unoccupied.
e Report any and all
suspicious persons,
vehicles and activity
as soon as possible
and be ready to give a
description.

Robberies and thefts occur
more often this time of the
year due to the approach-
ing holiday season. In or-
der to reduce chances of
becoming a possible vic-
tim, please take the fol-
lowing tips into considera-
tion:

e Trynottocarrya
purse or large amounts
of money on your per-
son.

e Always be aware of
your surroundings.

Reporting Crime

Your help as a citizen and resi-
dent in extremely important in
stopping crime. When you ob-
serve someone or something
unusual call 911 immediately
and let us determine if a crime
has occurred. Provide the dis-
patcher with as many details
as possible pertaining to the

traveling in

suspicious activity. Be ready
to describe a suspi-
cious individual (ie.,
sex, age, race, ap-
proximate ht, wt, un-
usual characteristics, w
and clothing). Please include N
vehicle descriptions (make,
model, color, license plate, and
directions vehicle is traveling.

School bus safety

In our haste to reach our own
destinations, we often disregard
school buses while they load and
unload children by illegally pass-
ing the stopped school bus.
Ilinois laws require that vehicles

either direction must stop before
reaching a school bus that has its
flashing lights on and /or stop
arm extended. Vehicles must re-
main stopped until the visual
signs have been deactivated.

Violation of this law is a man-
datory three months suspen-
sion of your driver’s license.
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Salloweern Safety 77vs

e Remember costumes should be light in color

so they are easily visible to drivers. Reflec-
tive tape is useful on dark colored costumes.

e Confine Trick-or-Treating to the Village’s
recommended times of 3pm to 7pm.

¢ Allow children to eat only wrapped treats
that you have inspected.

¢ Keep children close when crossing the
street. Cross as a group at the intersections
and never between cars.

¢ Children should never Trick-or-Treat alone
nor enter homes to receive treats. Always
stay on the porch or front steps.

Snow Parking

During inclement weather, snow park-
ing rules keep streets open to traffic,

vehicles. After a two inch snowfall,
parking is prohibited on designated
now routs.
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Community Meetings @

Held 1st Wednesday of @
every month at
618 S. Austin, 7pm.
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Surfing Safely

Remind children of hidden dangers that lurk on the internet

As parents, we know what advice
to give our children about physi-
cal dangers: look both ways be-
fore crossing the street; never get
into a car with someone you don’t
know; say “no” to drugs. But with
the popularity of the internet
soaring and the age of it’s users

dropping, a whole new set of dan-

gers that are much less tangible ¢ Go online with a friend, if possible. ¢ Remember, people you
threaten our children. That’s e Never give out your personal infor- meet online aren’t necessar-
why it’s important to talk to your mation, such as your name, ad- ily who they say they are.

children about safety in cyber- dress, phone number, school, de-

scription or picture. e Parents should contact

space. o , . ,
P e Use chat rooms specific to your in- their internet provider for
The Oak Park Police Depart- terest and age. e information on Parental

ment is giving this issue special e Don’t open e-mail from screen Control and how to restrict

attention as part of its I-Search nemes you don’ recogniz . access to certain sites.
personal safety curriculum, e Don’t “instant message” with

screen names you don’t know.
Never meet in person someone you
met online.
Tell an adult if you are trouble by
anything you see online.
e Use computers in supervised envi-
the net: ronments, such as home or the li-
brary.

taught in the elementary and
junior high schools by Commu-
nity Police officers and Social .
Workers. Below are a few simple
rules for children who are surfing
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Ofc. Mark Scott : 708-305-9792 / ﬁ
T

Oak Park Police Department: 708-386-3800
E-mail address: scottm@oak-park.us )
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