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Oak Park to Honor Resident Selected NASA Astronaut Candidate

Future astronaut and current Oak Parker Robert L. Satcher, M.D., Ph.D., will be

honored at a ceremony scheduled for 6:30 p.m., Mon., Aug. 2, at Village Hall, 123 Madison
St.

Congressman Danny K. Davis and Village President Joanne E. Trapani will preside
over the event, which will include the reading of a special proclamation honoring Dr. Satcher
for his contributions.

One of only 11 Americans selected to begin astronaut training at the Johnson Space
Center in Houston, Dr. Satcher was among 2,000 applicants this year for the chance to be a
member of a NASA crew. Once the astronaut candidates complete a year of training, they
are eligible to be assigned to a mission.

Dr. Satcher is an orthopedic surgeon at Northwestern Memorial Hospital and an
assistant professor for the Department of Orthopedic Surgery at Northwestern Medical
Center.

A nephew of former U.S. Surgeon General David Satcher, Dr. Satcher lives in Oak
Park with his wife, D’Juanna, and new baby girl.
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EBobby Satcher, Mission Specialist

“There's. some sciandist in me. Thera's some axplorar inome,”
says Or. Bobfy Saicher. "Thare's & humanitarian in me akso.
Spaoe & he one vanue thal has e highes! pobendial for
ibansfiting peopha if we continua to ba sarious about axplaring
it*

Satcher, 38, a madical dochor whe also holds a dociorata in
chamlcal engineering, & ams of 11 Amaricens selacted o
Ibegin astronaul Brainirg this sumimer at NASA'S Johnson
Space Cenlor in Hausion, " have abvays had an inlbonast in
sevica and an interest n scance.” says tha future mission
apacialst. "l am infercated in axploration, oo, Bacoming an
astronaul ki me do all threa.”

B [maga elt 2004 Astronaul Candidate Robart Saicher. Glilck
—— for High Resobulion image. Fholo credil. NASALSchnson
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Morfhwestam Univansity in Ilinots. He's an orihopedic sUrgson
M Morthwasiam Memonal Hospital in Chicago,

*The focus of my rasesnch hes been shudying how bone calls respand to stresses,” he seys.

Ha brings b soparienoe o NAS, 5 8 Koy e, shan il's working o il Bie mes Vision for Spaos
Exploration. The vision calls for NASA to feous its research efforls on siudying fhe effects of long-
duration space fight. "One problam when il comes o Iing and warking 0 spece & bone lass. I'm
inlerasiad inlooking al ways of preventing Bal” ho says.

In bl medical practics, Or. Sekcher reals patients who sufler from cancer in thalr Bems and lags. He
teaches doctors-in-training and graduaie sludents as well, "The gueshons we're inferested in are how be
skalmlon msponds o axbomal forces and bhow cancer sprasds 1o he skalean,

M's ditficult b predict what the benedts of space Feavel Gnd spacs-bassd ressarch wil be o fose of Us
on the ground,” he says. Thefe are things inour Ives boday — hings that have ransfomed sockety -
thal are imply he resid of axplorastion.”

Or. Satcher grew up In Hampdon, Ya. BOBEY SATCHER, Mission Speciali
and abended Denmark-0lar High i it o exd

School in Denmark, 5.0, He samed  gee. ag

a Bachelor's degres In chemlcal

engineening rom the Massachusells pop mpion :

nsfituder of Technolagy and wanl on N Ha <Minginta

tx aam his Ph.D. at MIT, as wall. He  epaacaTION: BS, Chamical Enginesring, MIT, 1985; PhD,
wanl to medical schocd at Hanvard  hemical Enginearing, MIT, 1293; MO, Harvard Liniversity, 1994
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. CURRENT JOB; Assilanl Professor, Departmanl of Crihspedic
“Whean | wes a kid. | spant a lat of I I
B | 0-aholt 8506, tve By, Surgary, Horltresstem Lineversity Madical Cenbar
& hobity fal followed him inb UICK FACT: As a doclor, freats patients who suffer 17
adulthoad, | kapt up an IMEMESE T camear in ot ot o o
MA&SA through college and also in
iy mvedical trairing.” QUOTE: "These are things In our lves hday — hings that have

irnsiormed socialy - fhal i iher i =
fir. Satcher & sso anjoying his ransformed sociaty - that are simply the resull of exploration

niesweat itle: IDad. His wile just gave

bririh 1o his Tirst child, & baky girl

Cutsida of tha hespital, D, Satchor is "3 lows el nummer of raoes, meslly 10K and 12 mices.” He also
has dons soma training oward bacaming a private piled, and he has dona charnitable medical work
CIVETSBaE.

*Things are cut thare o be discovarsd,” he says, “Soma of the things we draam about are now becoming
more posslbie.
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