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Roosevelt Road improvements underway

WOI’k to improve the streetscape
and walkability of Roosevelt Road
is now underway, as efforts focus on
creating a more pedestrian-friendly,
landscaped and vibrant commercial
corridor along the busy thoroughfare
shared by Oak Park, Berwyn and Cicero.

Work started at Harlem Avenue and will
move east to Austin Boulevard in three
phases — Harlem to Oak Park Avenue,
Oak Park to Ridgeland Avenue and Ridge-
land to Austin. Construction is expected
to be completed by August 2011.

The project includes new sidewalks,
curbs, streetlights and garbage cans,
as well as extensive landscaping with
trees and planters. Curb bump outs
also are planned to create spaces for
new benches.

Initial groundwork for the project was
laid in 2000 with an lllinois Tomorrow
Grant to develop general guidelines for
improving the Roosevelt Road corridor.
That plan, released in 2003, recom-

mended that the three communities
adopt a shared vision and unified regu-
lations to make it possible.

The three communities signed an
intergovernmental agreement in 2006
pledging to work together to revitalize
their shared border. Specific design
plans for streetscape improvements
and new consistent zoning regulations
for all three communities were autho-
rized in 2007, and zoning regulations
approved in 2009.

For more information on the project,
including copies of the planning docu-
ments, visit www.rooseveltroad.com.

Bond refinancing to save taxpayers

$2.16 million

hen the Village Board recently approved two ordinances to issue bonds, most

observers may have either missed the action entirely or saw the vote as rou-
tine government business. But to taxpayers, the vote will mean a savings of more
than $2.16 million by the time the bonds mature. The votes were not to issue new
bonds, but to consolidate and refinance earlier issues to take advantage of lower
interest rates. Like a homeowner refinancing a mortgage, the Village was able to
reduce the interest rates to less than 3 percent and significantly lower the payments
and cost of the bonds that are set to mature in 2015 and 2020. Governments, like
property owners, often must borrow money to pay for major capital expenditures.
The lower the interest rate, the lower the payments and the less that is paid when
the bonds mature. Officials say the refinancing effort also demonstrated that the
Village's bond rating — the grade lenders look to when determining a government’s
financial health — has remained high despite the difficult economic times of the
past three years. The refinancing will save the Village about $700,000 on a bond for
$7.7 million set to mature in 2015, and about $1.5 million on a $14 million bond
set to mature in 2020. Officials say that although the savings from the refinancing
are helpful, the Village must continue to be cautious in this economy. For informa-
tion on Village budget and financial issues, call 708.358.5460 or e-mail finance@

oak-park.us.
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Electronics recycling

Oak Parkers will have only two more
opportunities this year to recycle

old electronics. On Sat., Sept. 25,
items can be dropped off from 9
a.m. - noon. On Sat., Oct. 30, the
drop-off is from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. Both
collection events will be at the Public
Works Center, near Lombard Avenue
and South Boulevard. Residents
must unload their own items at the
September event, but help will be
available at the October collection.
Acceptable items include computers,
peripherals, laptops, monitors, TVs,
cell phones, rechargeable batter-
ies, printers, fax machines, MP3
players, portable digital assistants,
video game consoles, videocassette
recorders/players, digital videodisk
players, zip drives and scanners. For
more information call 708.358.5700
or e-mail publicworks@oak-park.us.

Sustainability vision plan
Community input is needed to help
create the Oak Park River Forest
Sustainability Vision Plan, a joint
community initiative to help craft a
plan for a sustainable future. Com-
munity input will drive the initiative,
including surveys, forums, working
groups, school-based activities and
public meetings. Strategies will be
developed across a broad range

of sustainability areas, including
energy, community development,
transportation, waste, food, water,
procurement, economic develop-
ment, open space/conservation
and education. For more information
e-mail sustainability@oak-park.us.




Car-sharing opportunities expand

Oak Parkers who would rather share
a car than own one, now have even
more choices. Zipcar, a for-profit, interna-
tional car sharing company, has joined
not-for-profit I-GO in Oak Park. Zipcar has
cars in three Oak Park public parking lo-
cations — Lake & Forest Parking Garage,
938 Lake St.; 1118 North Blvd; and 300
South Blvd. I-Go has cars at 833 S. Euclid
Ave., near the corner of Harrison Street
and Oak Park Avenue; in the Avenue Garage at Oak Park Avenue and North Boulevard;
and in the Holley Court Garage downtown, just north of Lake Street near Marion Street.
Both companies allow users to reserve cars online by the hour, anytime of the day or
night. Hourly rates include gas, insurance, reserved parking spaces and all vehicle
maintenance. For more information, or to apply for membership visit www.igocars.org
or www.zipcar.com.

ADJUDICATION NEWS

Community service teaches juveniles
important lessons

ow do you get a juvenile who has run afoul of a local law to understand the error of

his or her way? Have them spend Saturdays picking up litter. At least that’'s what
the Village of Oak Park’s Office of Administrative Adjudication hopes is the case. AlImost
every adjudication docket in Oak Park includes at least one or two juveniles who have
violated a local ordinance, such as being on the streets after curfew, fighting, disturbing
the peace or underage drinking. Any of these violations could carry a stiff fine — $750 to
$1,000. But in Oak Park, where violations that don’t rise to the level of possible jail time
are handled administratively rather than through the county circuit court, officials hope
community service sentences are more effective than fines in changing behavior. Typi-
cally, community service penalties are handed down in four-hour increments. The more
severe the violation, the more hours of community service the administrative law judge
may require of the juvenile. Initially, community service tasks have been limited to duties
such as picking up litter and washing municipal vehicles, such as police cars, tasks
where the juveniles can be closely monitored to ensure their safety. Community service
is not a new option for the adjudication process in Oak Park. But with the closing of the
local Volunteer Center, the Village is bringing part of the program in-house where the
types of service can be more closely monitored and tasks tied to generating a tangjble
benefit to the community. For more information on administrative adjudication in Oak
Park, visit www.oak-park.us/adjudication.

State’s Attorney opens new office in Oak Park

large and enthusiastic group of elected officials, police, clergy and activists gathered

on Chicago Avenue near Austin Boulevard recently to celebrate the re-opening of
a community prosecution office. Called a Community Justice Center, the office will be
staffed by assistant state’s attorneys and a community outreach coordinator who will
work closely with police, community groups, schools, businesses and residents to pre-
vent and prosecute local crime. The center also will coordinate and host informational
seminars and crime prevention meetings. A specially trained prosecutor from the State’s
Attorney’s Mortgage Fraud Investigations and Prosecution Unit will work at the center
to assist area residents affected by mortgage fraud. In addition, the center will offer
resources to help crime victims access ongoing court information and obtain additional
services of the State’s Attorney’s victim witness unit. Oak Park Police Chief Rick Tanksley
called the new office, which also houses a police department sub-station, a blessing for
the community, emphasizing the partnership between the Oak Park Police and the city’s
15th police district, which serves the nearby Austin neighborhood. The new office is at 4
Chicago Avenue. The telephone number is 708.386.7301.

www.oak-park.us/adjudication

Avoid license plate fraud...If you

have accumulated numerous parking
tickets on a vehicle you no longer own,
you could be the victim of license plate
fraud. After selling, trading or donating
a vehicle and not transferring the plate,
always contact the lllinois Secretary

of State and cancel your license plate
— just call 800.252.8980 or visit
www.cyberillinois.com.

Check the ticket...If you find a ticket
on your vehicle, make sure it is yours.
Unscrupulous individuals have been
known to take the ticket from their
vehicle and place it on another vehicle
hoping that owner will not look at the
ticket detail and pay it. So, be sure to
read the vehicle description before
assuming it is yours.

Deadlines, deadlines...How long
does one have to contest or appeal a
ticket? The Village must receive the
appeal within 14 days of the date the
citation was issued. Tickets issued in
Oak Park may be contested in writing
or in-person. Written appeals also can
be filed online at www.oak-park.us/
onlineservices.

Verify contractor
status online

erifying the status of a contractor’s

license and insurance is just a click
away. A feature on the Village website
at www.oak-park.us/onlineservices
searches the Building & Property
Standards permit tracking database to
determine if a contractor’s credentials
with the Village are up to date, a step
that can help avoid unnecessary delays
at the permit counter since a contrac-
tor’s license and insurance must be
current for a permit to be issued. The
Village does not recommend contrac-
tors for any work or provide an opinion
on a contractor’s past performance.
Any contractor who provides the proper
documentation may register with the
Building & Property Standards Depart-
ment to perform work within the Village.
For more information on building related
matters, call 708.358.5430 or e-mail
building@oak-park.us.



Local programs offer
ways to showcase
property’s history

Oak Parkers proud of their own piece
of architectural heritage can show-
case their property by participating in
local programs that offer preservation
advice, opportunities to earn tax relief
and incentives, and plaques to let their
neighbors know how special the prop-
erty has become. Villagers can apply for
historic landmark designation through
the Oak Park Historic Preservation Com-
mission. If landmark status is approved,
owners can receive professional advice
to ensure the preservation of their
property, as well as the potential for
property tax relief and incentives, and a
bronze plaque. To qualify for landmark
status, property must be at least 50
years old and have some historical,
cultural, architectural or engineering
significance. The Historical Society of
Oak Park and River Forest also offers

a program that recognizes the histori-
cal or architectural significance of an
individual house, apartment, condomin-
ium or commercial building. Property
owners apply to the Historical Society
and if they meet certain criteria, can
purchase an oval-shaped cast bronze
plaque that lists the original owner’s
name, year the property was built and
the name of the architect or builder. For
more information on these programs,
call 708.358.5417 or e-mail planning@
oak-park.us. A landmark nomination
form is posted on the historic preserva-
tion page at www.oak-park.us.

Annual fall leaf collection begins in October

ak Parkers who choose to rake
their leaves rather than com-

post them can take advantage of the

Village’s annual fall leaf collection

program scheduled for Oct. 18 through

Dec. 2. Residents will have seven op-

portunities to have their leaves picked

up. Leaves should be raked into the
street at least 18 inches from the curb
the day before the scheduled dates
indicated on the map. Residents who
miss a scheduled pickup date should
keep leaves on the parkway until the
night before the next scheduled pickup.

Cooperation is essential to the success

of the program, so please follow these

simple rules:

* Leaves only — do not add brush, tree
branches, grass clippings or yard
waste.

¢ Do not park on or near a pile of leaves,
which can hinder leaf removal. Heat
from a car also could ignite the leaves.

* Rake leaves onto side streets
whenever possible, avoiding major
thoroughfares where piles of leaves
might create traffic hazards.

* Do not rake leaves into or close to cul

de sacs or traffic diverters. The equipment needs room to

operate.

Keep catch basins clear of raked leaves to avoid localized

flooding.

Inform landscape services of the leaf collection

schedule.

* Dampen piles after raking to avoid wind-blown leaves.

Consider alternatives to raking such as composting or

using leaves as garden mulch.

Drive carefully — leaves are slippery when wet and large

piles may hinder visibility.

Be sure to obey all parking restrictions — or risk a

citation.

For more information on the leaf collection program, call

708.358.5700 or e-mail publicworks@oak-park.us.
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Drop boxes accept payments 24/7

ayments for many municipal services and fines may be made by check or

money order at Village Hall, 123 Madison St., any time via drop boxes — one
outside by the parking lot and one just inside the south entrance by the stair-
way to the Police Department. Checks should be accompanied by any support
materials required to make sure the payment is properly applied, including writing
the account number on the check memo line. Payments for some services may
be made online at www.oak-park.us/onlineservices. Standard mail payments
also are accepted. Cash should never be used for drop-box or mail payments. In-
person cash or credit card payments are accepted during regular business hours
of 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Tuesday through Friday, and until 7 p.m. on Mondays. For
more information, call 708.358.5460 or e-mail finance@oak-park.us.




www.oak-park.us/police

Drivers urged to take extra care

With the new school year now underway, Oak Park police are urging motorists

to stay alert — especially when driving in school zones. Motorists need to stay
focused and avoid distractions like talking on cell phones, police say, as well as
come to a complete stop at intersections and not stop in crosswalks. Drivers also
must obey the signals of crossing guards and should never attempt to pass a
stopped school bus with lights flashing. To protect the many students who typically
trek along Oak Park streets en route to their neighborhood schools, police have
stepped up their presence with additional enforcement efforts at key crossings
and along walking routes. For more information on the Oak Park Police Depart-
ment’s school programs, call 708.386.3800 or e-mail police@oak-park.us.

Don’t hesitate to call 9-1-1

Oak Park’s community policing approach relies on residents taking an active role.
If you see unusual activity, suspicious people or vehicles in your neighborhood, call
9-1-1 immediately. Should an incident that doesn’t quite rise to the level of a 9-1-1
emergency occur when Village Hall is closed, residents can call the Police Depart-
ment non-emergency number 708.386.3800 for assistance. For more information
on the Community Policing Program, or to contact your Resident Beat Officer, call
708.386.3800 or visit www.oak-park.us/police.

Tune in to Village TV on cable and online

Cable television subscribers can learn about Village government and life in the
community by tuning in to VOP-TV, Oak Park’s municipal television station
available to Comcast subscribers on channel six and AT&T subscribers on channel
99. VOP-TV broadcasts original programming at 6 a.m., 8 a.m., 10 a.m., 6 p.m.,
and 10 p.m. Regular Village Board meetings are broadcast live at 7:30 p.m. the
first and third Mondays, and replayed at 11 a.m., Sundays and Tuesdays, and 7 p.m.,
Wednesdays. Days and times of live cablecast of other meetings vary, but they

are replayed at 11 a.m., Thursdays and Saturdays, and 7 p.m., Tuesdays. Selected
original programming also can be viewed online at www.oak-park.us as well as at
www.youtube.com/vopnews.

Follow the Village on twitter...Find out what’s going on with Village government in
140 characters or less on the Oak Park twitter page, www.twitter.com/vopnews.
The Village’s twitter account will work in conjunction with the main Village web site
to let followers instantly know about events, news and maybe even a few fun facts
in between. To follow the Village's twitter page
and comment back, you must create a twitter
account. However, you do not have to join
twitter to check out the page — just go to
www.twitter.com/vopnews, bookmark the
page or add it to your RSS feed. A link also is
posted at www.oak-park.us — just click on the
twitter logo.
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Become a Facebook fan of the Village...
Become a fan of the Village on Facebook and
be instantly connected to news and upcoming
events, board meeting schedules, videos, pho-
tos and more. To become a fan of the Village

- visit www.facebook.com/vopnews, or go to
Find us on www.oak-park.us and click on the Facebook

Facebook logo.

Trick-ortreat hours set

fficial hours for Halloween trick or
treating are 3 — 7 p.m. on Sun., Oct.
31. Parents should accompany young
children, especially after dark, and in-
spect all treats. Other safety tips include:
* Use make-up instead of masks
* Choose flame-retardant costumes
* Wear light-colored clothing at night
or add reflective tape to dark colored
costumes
* Give and accept only wrapped and
packaged candy
* Go out in daylight and carry a flash-
light in case of delay
 Stay within your neighborhood and
visit only homes you know
For more information on trick-or-
treating hours, call 708.358.5670 or
e-mail clerk@oak-park.us. For safety
information, call 708.445.3300 or
708.386.3800, or e-mail fire@oak-
park.us or police@oak-park.us.

Who to Call at Village Hall
‘ Dial Direct (area code 708) \
CTTY 711 !

+ Automated Info Line 445.3340 .
i Adjudication 358.5479 |
+ Building and Property Standards ~ 358.5430
Licenses/permits 358.5433
Codes/status of plans 358.5434 !
Property complaints 358.5443 |
© Inspections 358.5440 !
i Community Planning/ )
© Development 358.5420 !
Business Services 358.5648 |
Housing 358.5410 !
Historic Preservation 358.5417 |
Zoning 358.5449 !
i Community Relations 358.5405 |
' Graffiti Hotline 358.5429 ‘
Neighborhood Programs 358.5405 |
Finance 358.5460 ‘
+ Utility Billing Inquiries 358.54783
' Fire (non-emergency) 445.3300 |
© Human Resources 358.5650 :
Job Hotline 358.5650 |
+ Police (non-emergency) 386.3800 :
. Crime Tip Hotline 434.1636
© Public Health 358.5480 :
. Animal Control 358.5680 |
© Public Works 358.5700 !
. Parking 1
' Day Parking Passes 358.DAYS
Night Parking Passes 358.NITE |
Parking Office 358.PARK
Snow Hotline 358.SNOW |
' Extended Passes 358.5750 !
. Village Clerk 358.5670 |
' Village Manager’s Office 358.5770 !

+ Village Web Site www.oak-park.us

| Police, Fire and Medical
: EMERGENCIES 911



Aussies tour Public
Works Center

ak Park’s green Public Works Cen-

ter was among the stops when the
Institute of Public Works Engineering
Australia Limited sent industry profes-
sionals to the United States and Europe
to find the best practices and innovation
in the industry. Public Works Director
John Wielebnicki led a tour of Illinois’
first public works facility to pursue —
and earn — certification through the
Leadership in Energy and Environmen-
tal Design (LEED) program, the preemi-
nent, internationally recognized green
building certification system. In addition
to the stop in Oak Park, the Australians
visited San Francisco, New York and
Chicago, before heading on to Boston
for American Public Works Congress
and Exhibition, and then to London, be-
fore returning home. Read more about
Oak Park’s green Public Works Center
www.oak-park.us/publicworks.

'/ #
Public Works Director John Wielebnicki

describes the fire that destroyed the
original building.

From the Office of the Village Clerk

www.oak-park.us/villageclerk

Office hours...The Office of the Village Clerk is open 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Mondays
and 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Tuesday through Friday.

Vehicle stickers required...All Oak Park residents who own or use a vehicle are
required to purchase vehicle stickers annually by June 30. Fees for all classifica-
tions of vehicles double on July 1. Annual vehicle sticker fees vary by type of vehicle.
Residents 65 years of age or older and residents who have disability plates or a per-
manent disability placard, pay a reduced fee. Truck fees depend on class. Owners
of motorcycles, mopeds, recreational vehicles and buses also must purchase and
display a vehicle sticker. Call 708.358.5670 for details.

Volunteer for a board or commission...Residents 18 or older, including homeown-
ers and renters, are invited to volunteer to serve on one of the more than 25 citizen
boards and commissions that advise the Village Board on a range of important
issues. Most boards and commissions meet monthly in the evening. Terms typically
are for three years. Some commissions also include a position for a high school stu-
dent for a one-year term. More details are available at www.oak-park.us/volunteer,
or call 708.358.5670.

Stop solicitors...To prevent door-to-door solicitors from knocking, obtain a No Solicit-
ing sticker to place on or near your front door. All solicitors must be licensed through
the Office of the Village Clerk and carry the license with them. If a solicitor knocks
on your door, always ask to see the Village license. To file a complaint against a so-
licitor, call 708.358.5674 or, if after business hours, call the non-emergency Police
number, 708.386.3800.

Garage sales...No permit is required, but the number of garage sales is limited

to two per season per household. ltems may be displayed only within a resident’s
garage and/or rear yard, and sales are limited to the daylight hours of three con-
secutive days. Signs may not be posted on the public way, public trees or any other
public property.

HOUSING NEWS

housing@oak-park.us

Condominium association members
interested in gaining practical, hands-
on advice for working with manage-
ment companies are invited to attend
a presentation scheduled for 7 - 9
p.m., Wed., Sept. 29, at Village Hall,
123 Madison St. The presentation by
Association Advocates, Inc., entitled
the Five Strategic Steps to Self-Man-
agement, will offer an overview of what
a management company should be
doing for the association. For details,
call 708.358.5410 or e-mail housing@
oak-park.us.

Aspiring first-time homebuyers can get
help realizing their dreams at seminars
scheduled for 7 p.m., Tuesdays, Sept.
28, Oct. 26 and Nov. 23 at Village Hall,
123 Madison St. Local housing and
lending professionals will be on hand to
answer questions about resources avail-
able to first-time buyers. For more infor-
mation, or to register, call 708.848.7150
or e-mail mtimms@oprhc.org.

Single-family rehab loans are available
to help Oak Parkers who meet income
criteria restore their homes. No inter-
est loans of up to $25,000 for single-
family houses are made to correct
health and safety issues and building
code violations. Loans are repayable
after 20 years or when the property is
transferred, with no monthly payments.
For details, call 708.358.5410 or e-mail
housing@oak-park.us.

Pay water bill online;
g0 paperless

Property owners can pay water bills
electronically, either by using a cred-
it card online or setting up an automatic
debit from a checking, savings or credit
card account. The Village also encour-
ages property owners to go paperless
by signing up to receive bills via e-mail.
In addition to water, the quarterly bill
includes charges for sewer, garbage
disposal and recycling. To set up an
electronic account, visit www.oak-park.
us/onlineservices and look for the
manage your water account link. For
more information, call 708.358.5460
or e-mail finance@oak-park.us.
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HEALTH NEWS

www.oak-park.us/health

Testimony sought on bee hives

Oak Parkers interested in allowing
bee keeping in the Village are invited
to provide testimony at the Board of
Health meeting scheduled for 6 p.m.,
Tues., Sept. 28, at Village Hall, 123
Madison St. Testimony from residents
will help the Board of Health make a
recommendation to the Village Board
on whether or not to remove bee hive
maintenance from the list of nuisanc-
es in the Village Code. For more information, call 708.358.5480 or e-mail health@
oak-park.us.

Seasonal flu vaccinations offered

The Health Department will offer seasonal flu vaccinations by appointment at com-
munity clinics beginning in September. Seasonal influenza is recommended for all
persons over the age of six months — including school-aged children — who want
to reduce the risk of becoming ill with the flu or spreading the flu to others. Flu
shots will be $25 for adults and $10 for children under 18 years of age. Medicare
B recipients must present a Medicare card to demonstrate eligibility for a free flu
shot. Medicare HMO recipients should check with their insurer before scheduling

an appointment. To schedule an appointment, call the flu hotline at 708.358.5601.

More information on where to find a flu shot also is available at www.flu.gov or
from the American Lung Association at www.lungusa.org. Information is also
posted at www.oak-park.us/health.

West Nile Virus threat not over yet

While mosquitoes are likely to become less active as summer heat diminishes, the
threat of West Nile Virus could continue as late as mid-October. Public Health offi-
cials urge residents not to become complacent and to continue taking precautions
to prevent being bitten by mosquitoes. Precautions include wearing long sleeves
and pants, limiting time spent outdoors between dusk and dawn, and wearing
insect repellent containing DEET, Picaridin or oil of lemon eucalyptus. For more
information visit www.oak-park.us/health.

Farmers’ Market
open through
October

eptember and October are the final

two months of the Oak Park Farm-
ers’ Market. In addition to a changing
array of produce, these months also
bring a series of special events, includ-
ing cooking demonstrations by local
eateries and bake sales by local non-
profit organiza-
tions. The
final market
of the
season will
be Oct. 30,
when free
stone soup
prepared
by a local
restaurant
will be
served from
approxi-
mately 9 - 10
a.m. The Oak Park
Farmers’ Market is open
from 7 a.m. - 1 p.m. every Saturday
through October. Now in its 35th sea-
son, the market is held in the Pilgrim
Church parking lot just west of the
intersection of Lake Street and Ridge-
land Avenue. For more information visit
www.oak-park.us/farmersmarket,
e-mail farmersmarket@oak-park.us or
call 708.358.5780.




